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TEE KURDS IN 1959

I. The People
A. Tribval Origins

Kurds are the major element of the population in the mountainous
areas of southeastern Turkey, northeastern Irag, and northwestern Irvan
and form & high percentage of the population in the foothills of north-
ern Syria and portions of southwestern Armenia (see accompanying map).
These predominantly Kurdish arees, which have never been a formal
political entity and are difficult to define precisely, are known
collectively as Kurdistan, the land of the Kurds.

The Kurds are an ancient people of mixed Semltic and Caucasian
strains. Barly Greek historians asnd geographers mention people who
appeer to have been Kurds and, in some instances, describe them as
1iving in the area now referred to &s Kurdistan. Axrab writers have
used the term "Kurd" since the IX Century. The isolated mountaln areas
inhabited by the Kurds heve been largely bypassed by modernization and
the influepce of Westernization. Although at one time they were elmost
exclusively a nomedic people, many of the present-day Kurds have sdopted
a more settled agricultural life, especially along the fringes of their
nill country. Others have migrated to urban areas in search of a live~
1ihood and now constitute large, very low income groups in cities such
as Baghdad and Damascus. A few, mostly from influential families, have
been thoroughly Westernized and have become successful ecopcmically and

politically. The rank and file of the Kurds, however, are still isolated
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nomadic and seminomadic agricultural people. They are illiterate and
impoverished and are dependent upon their tribal leader or landlord ~-
in most instances one and the same person -- for support a.nd guidance.

No reliable figures on Kurdish population are available. Estimates
from countries in which the Kurds reside are all based on inadequate
sampling that may well have been altered to suit political ends. Esti-
mates of the total mumber of Kurde vary from 3,000,000 to 9,000,000.
It is reasonsble to assume that they mumber between 5 and 5-1/2 million
and are distributed as follows:

Turkey 3,000,000

Iran 1,000,000
Iraq 1,000,000
Syris 150,000
USER 100,000

In sddition to the concentrations found in the predominantly Kurdish
areas, urban centers such as Baghdad, Belrut, Damascus, and Teheran
have sizeable Kurdish colonies. Isolated groups of rural Kurds are
found in Turkey, Iran, and Afghanistan.

The Kurdish language mey be divided into two groups of dialects:
Rurmenji, spoken in northwestern Kurdisten; and Kurdi, spoken in south-
eastern Kirdistan. Hundreds of variant diamlects related to these two
major groups are known by their local nsmes. Sorani, the dialect used
by most of the important tribes of Iraq and by most nationalist-inclined
Iragl urban dwellers, is widely understood in the Mahsbed area of Iran.
In Irag, written Kurdish uses a modified Persian script, but the Kurds
of Turkey and Iran do not have their own written language. The Kurds of

the Soviet Union commmicate in the Cyrillic slphsbet, with some

-
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additional symbols. Without the unifying influence of a common alphebet,
some spoken dialects have diverged to a point of mutual mintelligibility.

| In outlying areas, many Kurds have been assimilated linguistically by
their neighbors to such an extent that their speech resembles Turkish,
Arabic, or Farsi more closely than the original Kurdish.

B. Organization and Leadership

The social, political, snd economic organization under which the
rural Kurds live has been handed down through the centuries. Members
of the ruling family of & tribe bear the title "Agha" or "Beg," placed
after their name. Another type of tribé.l leader is the "Sheikh," a
title given to religious leaders assoclated with mystical orders. Through
a reputation for ability to perform miré.cles, shelks have acquired worldly
followings and for all practical purposes have become tribel chieftans.
The sheikh or aghs is in essence a feudal baron who represents and
is sﬁukesmn for the tribe. He does no physical work but negotiates
with the government, conducts intertribal business, and settles disputes
within the tribe. The tribe supports its leader through systems of
sharecropping and direct contributions. In many cases the tribe has no
title to the land it uses other than traditional grazing rights, not
even to the land surrounding settled agricultural villages.
Some of the tribal leaders have formelly taken legal possession of
tribal lands with a view to safeguarding their income. Those who 4id
not or could not take this step have found their income reduced sharply,
often because tribesmen refused to adhere to customs of the traditional

feudal orgenization.

-3 -
Approved For Release 2000/04/17 : CIA-RDP79-01%09A002500030006-6



S-E-C-R-E-T
Approved For Release 2000/04/17 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500030006-6

C. Attitudes

The outstanding characteristic of the Kurde has been the desire to
be left alone to conduct their own affairs, to speak their own language,
and to run their own schools. They have universally resisted attempts
to bring about social and political changes. Nevertheless , there has
been little basic wnity in Kurdish areas. Problems are attacked on a
local level, and the resulting solutions are applicable to local situ-
ations only. Suspicion of Arab y Tixrkiﬁh, or Iranian institutions is
outspoken. Taxes paid for schools and medical facilities that never
materialize are smple evidence to a Kurd that the central govermment is
not responsive to hls desires.

In many instances, leaders who could no longér restrain their ani-
mosity towé.rd central authority have taken arms against the government.
Some of these uprisings have been put down only after considerable
difficulty. The Kurd uses his rifle effectively and takes full adven-
tage of the mountainous terrain in defending his native countryside.
Todey, however, the daghing "trigger-happy” horeeman is no match for
forees that effectively employ aircraft and unit commnications. If
properly equipped and led, the Kurds have a great potential for harass-
ment and guerrilla werfare, but they are no longer capable of meeting
organized armies on terms of equality. Furthermore, scattered villeges
within Kurdistan have broken sharply with tradition by refusing to
acknowledge the dictums of their feudal landlords. Even the tribal
leaders, once a turbulent lot, are likely not to take arms against the

government. Under pressure from the Qassim regime, most of the leaders

. -4 -
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in Iraq have reacted passlvely or have dodged the issue by departing

the co@try, only to return later in a passive role. Such nontraditional
reactions are not universal, but they are symptomatic of changes among
the Kurds. The shift away from tradition has been slow in starting,
largely because changes come last to isolated areas such as Kurdistan.

IXI. Tribal Relationships

A. Tribal Coalltions

Tribal coalitions are continually being formed and reformed. At
times they are concluded tongue-in-cheek as o means to an end, with
1little thought of cooperative action. Although some result from long-
standing friendships, others are concluded in a time of erisis in
apparent disregard of former disputes. Tribal attitudes toward their
respective govermments -- cooperation, tolerance, or active opposition
-~ are adopted with a view toward safeguarding the immediate interests
of the tribe or its leaders. At present, no Middle Eastern government
enjoys the wholehearted support of the Kurdish population, and past
performance indicates that personal ambitions and animosities make
lagting agreements between the tribes or with a government unlikely.

B. Tribal Disunity

‘The attitude of a Kurdish tribe towards its leaders, other Kurds,
or a government is extremely difficult to define. In day to day life
the Kurd is strongly influenced by tradition and is a master of watchful
waiting; in a crisis he is an individualilst, often an opportunist. Not
only are there differences of opinion between the tribes, but a single

tribe is seldom of one mind. To most Kurds a "great Kurd" is a locel
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lesder and in instances in which a leader's fame has spread across
Kurdisten, this prestige has not brought with 1t control of intertribal
affairs. The late Omar Khan Shikak was regarded by most Iranian Kurds
and by the Iranian Government as the "grand old man" and was treated with
commensurate social respect, but his influence even within his own tribe
was not complete. Such lack of general support of Kurdish leaders is
indicative of the disunity that exists emong the Kurds and has seriously
hampered effective Kurdish organization.

The disorganization and vacillation that chsrecterizes tribal re-
lationships results from a complex association of circumstances. Various
tribes and even groups within a single tribe are in many cases physically
separated from each other by inhospltable terrain. Pooi- commmnication
from one settled valley to the next, particularly during the winter,
tends to promote an isolation of thought and action. In addition, trib-
al boundaries cut across intermaetional boundaries, 'aﬁd .theiz -diflferancea
in political climates in the various countries in which the tribesmen
1live further hinders the attainment of Kurdish unity. Past experiences
have promoted varying degrees of distrust and contempt for central au-
thority among the tribes. Scme view Soviet motives with the same dis-
taste they accord the motives of the national leaders of the cowntries
in which they live. Within a tribe, family feuds, often based on polit-
ical issues, are not soon forgotten and comstitute a source of major

- eonflict. Further the restlessness that accompanies the breadown of
traditional values creates a distrust of tribal leadership and destroys

tribal solidarity. Religious affiliations also influence alignment of

-6 -
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Kurdish glementa. Mystic sects, such as the Nagshsbandi, have followings
that cut across tribal lines. Although most Kurds belong to the Sumni
Moslem sect, religious conflicte occur between the liberal Alawi and
very conservative Shafi followers within the sect.

C. Dissatisfaction With Current Conditions

Dissatisfaction with the government and present conditlons is
widespread among the tribes. Its greatest expression is found in Irag.
The rise of the UAR and the formation of the union of Jorden with Irag
were viewed with alarm by Iraqi Kurds, and the propagesnda by the Qassim
government for brotherhood among Arasbs and Kurds was considered a fore- |
runner of Arab domination. The unrest associated with the Iraqi revo-
lution, the return of Mulla Mustafa Barzani from the USSR, * and the
attempt to assassinate Qassim have intensified political activity among
the Kurds; but no simple pattern of Kurdish sentiment has yet evolved.
Most Kurdish tribes do not support the Qassim govermment owing to a fear
of Arab nationalism, and the widespread distrust of the Mulla Mustafa is

" heightened by his association with both the Irag Government and the USSR.

Many Kurds view Soviet authoritarisn techniques, experienced at the time
of the Mahsbad Republic,** as an evil equal to the tactics of the govern-

ments of Iran, Iraq, Turkey, and the UAR.

¥ Mulla Mustafa Barzeni, the rebellious Kurdish leader from the Barzan
area of northern Iraq, fled to the USSR in 1946. After the fall of the
Monarchy in 1958, he was invited to return to Iraq and was responsibie
for the repetriation of an estimated 800 Communist-indoctrinated Iragl
Kurds from the USSR in April 1959. ‘
#* The Soviet-supported Kurdish Republic of Mehabad was established on
Tranisn soll in December 1945 and disbanded in December 1946. The
Republic, situated east of the Iraql border and south of Lake Urmia,
encompassed an area scarcely more than 100 miles long and 70 miles wide.

I

- 7 - L
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The unpredictable behavior of Kurdish tribes in Iraq is well illus~
trated by one episode in 1959. Presswre from the Qassinm government for
land reform, the threat of arrest, and the aggressive pollcies of Mulla
Mustafa Barzani and of Communist organizers brought about an ineffective
Baradost tribal uprising, followed by the defection of tﬁe Baradost,
Harki, and Sindi tribes to Iran and Turkey in the spring of 1959. Shortly
thereafter, in the late sumer and fall of 1959, disenchantment with
conditions encountered in Iran and Turkey and promises of food and arms
from the Iraql government influenced many of these people to return once
agaln to Iraq. |

IIT. Activities of Parent Governments

A. Iran

1. Government Pressure

In an attempt to control its Kurdish problem, the government of Iran
has used a combination of threats and promises. A patently inconsistent
official policy toward the Kurds has been administered in an even less
consistent manner. The air of contempt that permeates government ap-
proaches to the Kurds is matched by Kurdish contempt in their relation-
ships with government authorities. The degree of control over Kurdish
areas has been in proportion to Iranian military strength, but the rough
terrain and underdeveloped nature of northwestern Iran precludes absolute
control. Given the opportunity, the Kurds are prone to ignore central

‘authority. The government is well eware that the establishment of the
Republic of Mahabad on Iranian scil would not have been possible if an

internal force had been on band to prevent 1t.

-8 -
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Poor administration has characterized government contacts in Kurdish
areag for many years. Government representatives, the army in particular,
have been highhanded in their approach to the Kurds. A Kurd is generally
considered dirty, uneducated, uncooperative , unreliable, and generally
inferior to an Iranlan. 'Hil‘itary .cmmnanders have made arbitrary deci-
sions wnmindful of local need, tradition, or the stature of local per-
sonalities; and army units in the field have appropriated Kurdish
property without compensation. Poor liaison within the government has
created further misunderstandings and has additionally complicated
already difficult situations.

The development of Kurdish areas has been slow, educational and
medical facilities have been neglected, and the general welfare of the
people has been of little concern to Teheran. Aa the younger Kurds
break with tradition and scguire an education, the government has found
the Kurdish problem increasingly difficult to hendle. Often-repeated
charges of Iranian corruption and maladministration are given wider and
more prominent distribution among the Kurds, and the generally low
economic level that most Kurds have had to endure for generations becomes
less generally accepteble.

In some quarters of the government the poor state of affairs smong
the lﬁmds is recognized, and ccceaional attempts have been made to
create a more favorable atmosphere and to lmprove the quality of intel-
ligence on the Kurds. Discussions were held in April 1958 to consider
setting up a committee to bendle Kurdish affairs, the July 1958 revolt

in Irag brought to the fore a sentiment favoring a reexamination of

-9 -
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Kurdish policy in Iran, and National Intelligence and Security Organi-

zation (SAVAK) has urged improvement in the handling of Kurdish matters.

Nevertheless, coordinated action has not materialized to apy notable

extent. Development programs on the books have been slow in getting

started, and the program for "keeping the Kurds happy” has boiled down

to increased propaganda -- leaving a wide gulf between talk and action.
2. Impact of the Iragi Revolution

Following the revolution in Iraq in 1958, the government of Iran
stepped up propagands aimed at the Kurds. Radio time devoted to Kurdish
broadcasts was increased, with programs originating from Teheran,
Kermansheh, Sanandaj, and, in February 1959, from Rezaieh. By the end
of 1959, Kurdish programs vere also being broadcast from Tabriz and
Mshebad. The chief themes of programs beamed to the Kurds have been
loyalty to the Sheh, Iran as the homeland of all Kurds, and the danger
of Commmmism. More rapid development for the Knrds has been promised,
and in June 1959 a concession was made in the establishment of the
independent Governorate of Kordestan, which includes an area of western
Iran having a substantial Kurdish population.

A nev aspect of the Kurdish situation received wide attentlon in the
late spring and summer of 1959, when large numbers of Iraql Kurds crossed
into Iran. A variety of circumstances contributed to these crossings,
chief among them being the pressure exerted upon the Kurds by Iraq. A
more lenient attitude toward the Kurds in Iran and the theme that all
Kurds were welccz;se in fheir Iranian homeland probably alsc played a part,

and the fact that much of the border was loosely guarded facilitated
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immigration. At the time of these migrations, some consideration was
given to the idea of attracting all prominent Kurdish leaders to Tran
and isolating them, thus ending Kurdish national movements once and
for all.

Mindful of the economic plight and restless outlook of displaced
persons, Iran made small donations to tribal leaders erriving from Irag.
The question of srms in Kurdish hands was handled in whatever marmer
seemed most expedient at the moment. In some instances, arms were
collected from new errivals and receipts issued; 1n other cases, arms
were issued to them. In all cases, an effort was made to watch Kurdish
activities closely and to 1lsolate individual trouble makers. Tribal
leaders were intensively interrogated shortly after their arrival in
Iran.

During this period, coordination of Kurdish affairs was -- as
alway ;, deficient and no general policy was evident. Local officials
were often highhanded and arbitrary. The government was not generous
enough 1n its donations nor convinecing enough in its promises .'bo sway
traditional distrust of central authority. When pressures in Irsq were
relaxed, many tribesmen decided to return to home péstures. Most of
their leaders, whether they thought it wise or not, returned to Iraq
with their tribesmen to avoid losing what asuthority they still possessed.

3. Continved Govermment Distrust

Iren basically distrusts the Kurds and Kurdish nationalism; srmed
Furds are especially disturbing to Teberan. In government circles the

sentiment is ccamon that the best procedure is to discourage Iragl Kurds
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from defecting to Iran but to maintain liaison with them within Iraq.
Some doubi persists as to the wisdom of continuing to allow annual
migrations of Kurdish tribes -- such as the Harki -~ to Iranian pastures.
The relative efficiency displayed in the November 1959 arrest of some
80 pex;éons said to be part of & Commmist Kurdish movement based in
‘ Iraq is evidence that a close watch on subversive activity is being

maintained.

The Iranisn Government has made little headway in its attempts to
influence the Kurds. The gulf between words and deeds has been too
wide and old tensions remain. Improvements that have taken place tend
to benefit the govermnment as much or more than the Kurds. New roeds
may improve the econcmy of the area, but they also make army movement
and control of the area easier. The project financed by the United
States for the construction of army barracks at Khaneh on the Iraql
border has stimulated the economy of a limited area. Of even greater
interest to the Kurds is the fact that by the spring of 1960 the barracks
will accommodate an Irsnian Army division deep in Kurdish territory.

B. Irag

1. The Unity Theme

The effort of the Qassim govermment to put an end to the Kurdish
problem in Iraq has centered on the unity theme. Official statements
on the brotherhood of all Iragis have flooded the press and radio from
the early days of the Qassim government and still continue. Much was
made of the Mulla Mustafs Barzanl's return from the Soviet Union, but

Mulla Mustafa has not been featured since the initlal impact of his
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return died down. Inducements have been offered to gain the cooperation
of the tribes; but, with the exception of the limited numbers who have
reacted to the appeal of Commmnism, traditional Kurdish dislike for
things Arab remsins. The Qassim government has not convinced the Kurds
that prosperity and fair treatment have replaced conditions existing
under previous governments.

Attempts to influence Kurdish political attitudes have sometimes
used the soft approach and at other times, a tough approach. In several
instances, conferences of Kurdish leaders were cglled to reconcile their
differences and line them up on the side of the government. Khalid
Nagshabandi reportedly toured Kurdish areas for the govermment, using
his religious influence in an attempt to settle tribal disputes. On
other occasions attempts were made to buy tribal loyalty with cash pay-
ments, maﬁy of which were accepted. In the fall.of 1958, development
funds were weighted heavily in favor of Kurdish areas and at a later
date extensive improvements for Barzan village were announced. Never-
theless, "Death to traitors" ﬁas broadcast as the penalty for defiance
of the unity program.

Baghdnd radio has beamed a steady flow of material to the Kurds,
leaning heavily on the "Kurdish fight for freedom" theme. Editorial
comment has stressed mistreatment of the Kurds by the former goverument,
plots of "imperielists,” the plight of suppressed peasants, the benefits
of land reform, and the "downtrodden" condition of the Kurde of Iran.
Teatimonials from Kurds, telegrams from Kurdistan, and eulogies for
Kurdish martyrs have appeared repeatedly in Iraqi broadcasts and press

releases.
- 13 -
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Another approach to the breaking of tribal authority has been
pressure for land reform. The feudal attitude of tribal leaders 'Eoward
the peasants has been widely publicized, but relatively little has been
done to implement the mission of the Minlstry of Agrarien Reform. The
Ministry's activities have apparently been weighted heavily in favor of
appeals to the tribesmen, but at the same time an effort has been made
to avoild changing too much too rapidly.

2. Increes Pressure in 1

The spring of 1959 was an uneasy perlod for both the government and
the Kurds. The government provided basic military training for selected
Kurds but was upset because arms were held by "questionable" tribes. In
May 1959, some tribal lands were taken from several of the leaders in
the Sulaimaniys area; snd, in the face of such increasing government
pressure, a mumber of tribes fled into Turkey and Iran. Among them
were the Baradost tribesmen, led by Sheikh Rashid of Lolan, who had
skirmished with government forces before seeking asylum in Turkey. Irag,
nevertheless, maintained clandestine contact with the refugees; and, in
response to assurances of a softer Kurdish policy, many returned to Iraq
in the late summer and fall of 1959 Returning tribesmen received food,
money, and, in some caseé y wWEere _;’reportedly issued arms to defend them-
selves against "Communist bands " Officials of the Ministry of Agrarian
Reform also reportedly circulated through Kurdish areaé telling tribesmen
to wait patiently for land refo::m and to respect the property of their
lendlords. Earlier in the swmwei the govermment had agreed not to

distribute the lands of the Bégzadeh chiefs if they would agree to take

~ k-
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no more than 5 percent of production as their share and promise not to
molest the workers. In September a new and vaguely worded refugee law
was passed, which stated that no person would be deported to his country
of origin. In October the Ministry of Agrarien Reform announced that
all of its statements would be published in Kurdish as well as Arsbic.
Additional attempts to appease the Kurds include apnouncement of the
q.ddition of Kurdish language, literature, and history to the list of
courses offered at the College of lLetters in Baghdad; proposa.ls for an
Academy of Kurdish langusge at Sulaimaniya; and the establishment of a
Directorate General of Kurdish Affairs. To date little has been dGone
to implement the activities of these institutions.

The government of Iraq has attémpted to monitor Kurdish activities,
and efforts have been made to provide arms to the Kurds only when they
would be used for purposes acgeptable to the government either of Irag
or a neighboring comtry. Irag receives somwe information on Kurdish
activities through politically indoctrinated informers in Kurdish orgen-
izations, in the customs service, in the police, and in the army. Ko
estimate is available of fhe depth or reliability of the government's
penetration of Kurdish affairs. The Communist Party of Iraq and the
Popular Resistance Force have apparently been used to counter tribtal
influence, but 1t bas been difficult o 1dentify such activities as
the exclusive product of these or other antitribal organizaticns.

C. Turkey

Turkey maintains officially that there is no Kurdish problem in

Turkish territory, but there is every indication that the Kurdich problem
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worries t;he Turks todsy, a&s it has for many yesrs. A concerted campalgn
to "Turkify" the Kurds has not succeeded in destroylng the identity of
the Kurdish tribes of emstern Turkey. To counter the wilful lack of
cooperation by the Kurds, tight security controls swrround all Kurdish
activities wi'thin the country.

The Turkish Government has attempted o break the tribal system by
bringing Kurds into many phoses of pational life, by inserting Turks
into X¥uwrdish affairs, and by limiting contact between Turkish Kurds and
Kurds of nelghboring countries. The government does not recogniza the
need for anpual migrations of Kurds to pastures beyond the natlonal
border, and tribes considered "unsteble"” have been removed from border
areags. Security forces meintain close survelillance of border areas,
but there is some evidence of conflictes of responsibllities and operations
in the edministration of Kurdish sffairs. Althougli a Kurdish section has
been established within the Turkish Hational Security Service (TmSs),
both the Ministry of Interior ané the:Turkish General Staff{ have also
taken an active interest it the activitles of the Kurds.

- There were spm- indicaﬁions in 1957, when a mumber of tribes began
to return to traditional grazing areas in eastern aud southeastern Turkey,
that the long standing government preéaure on the Kurds was begimlog to
be relaxed. 'The Ireqi Revo:lution and :auhsequent unrest, however, have
brought sbout renewed concern for the "welfsre" of the Kurds. Simulte-
neously, diacﬁssion of Kurdish affailrs in the press was banned, securlty
wae tightened, and 1% beceme evident that the Turkish Covernment was well

aware of its Kurdish problem.
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The refugees who arrived in Turkey from Iraq in the spring of 1959
were closely watched, While in Turkey, they were treated in much the
game manner that Turkey has treated other Kurds. For the most part,
the refugees chose repatriation to enforced settlement in interior Turkey.
Sincé repatriation was considered the easlest solution to the refugee
problem, no effort was made to encourage Iraqi Kurds to cross into or
to remain in Turkey.

Kurds are found in all walks of Turkish life and even hold important
political and military positiena. Ha.ny nontribal Kuwrdse, however, are
still aectively interested in the minority problem. Since the government
is not sure which of these Kurds cen be trusted, a close watch is main-
tained on Kurdish university students, on Kurdish political activities,
and on Kurdish factiong in the army.

A nominal increase in road building and economic development has
been sccomplished in eastern Turkey. Opening the area to road traffic
has probably been promoted -- as in Iren -- with the ides of facilltating
military movement and control rather than of improving Kurdish welfare.
In the spring of 1959, consideration was glven to setting up new broad=~
casting facilities to increase propagemds directed toward the Kurds.

D. United Arab Republic

The UAR has approached the Kurdish minority problem by epplying
rigid internal controls and by atbtempting to isolate Syrisn Kurds from
nationalistic agitation originating in other countries. The Kurde of
the UAR, unlike those of Iraq snd Iran, do not benefit from the relative

frecdom of acticn found in isolated mountain arees or in solidly Kurdish
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areas. As a result, the government has been sble to monitor Kurdish
sctivity with relative ease and is fully cepable of dealing with dis-
sident Kurds within its borders.

The present Arab nationalist epproach of the UAR leawves little room
for Eurdish aspirations. The trend of the past 30 years, during which
Syrien Kords experienced less discrimination than Kurds in neighboring
countries, bas recently been raversed. Kurde have been dismissed from
the army, relieved from civil administrative positions, and prevented
from working in industries essoclated with national defense. Kurdish
gtudents in Damascus have been arrested when they appesred to be active
politically. Charges of taking part in Commniet activity are easlly
extended to include any activity looked upon with disfavor by the gov-
ernment.

Kurdish netional identity in the UAR is further 11mited by Btrict
control of the press (Kurdish newspspers were bsnned in December 1958)
At the spame time, s distinctive Imrdish triba.l headgea.r was outlawed.
Listening to Kurdish language broadcasts has _aleo been_ banned, but Cairo
Radlo beams Kurdish nationslist mater:fal to ibth Irag eand Iran. UAR
propagands aimed at the Kurds has uwade no promises of Kurdish independ-
ence snd is generally more objective than that'from ﬁaghaaa. In addition,
land reform has reduced the incomes of potentially influencial Kurdiah
leaders in eastern Syria, and hersh pepalties heve baen established for

those who contact Iraql Kurds.
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TV, Kurdich Bational Movements

A. 'The Rise of Kurdish Natlonaliem

Kurdish pational movements and sporadic insurrectione bave taken
place over a period of more than one hundred years. Fot unbil the end
of Wbrld. War I, however, were the seeds of modern Kurdish nationalism
planted. The defeat of Turkey in 1918 paved the way for Kurdish repre-
sentation in the formuletion of the Treaty of Sevres in 1920. This
document acknowledged the existence of a well-developed XKurdish commu-
nity snd called for provisiocnal recogaltion of an independent Kurdietan
made up of territory that today comprises part of southeastern Turkey.
The Treaty of Sévres was never retified, and in July 1923 it was re-
placed by the Tresty of Lausapme, which ignored the Kurdish minorlty.

In the years that followed, the dream of an independent Kurdistan
was kept alive by conflict between the Kurds and the governments of
Tren, Treq, end Turkey. The Turkish policy of assimilating the Kurds
met with symed Kurdish resistence in 1923 and again in 1925. Meny of
the refugees of these unsuccessful outbreeks fled to Syria, where the
Hoybon Committee (Independence Committee) was formed in 1927 to carry
forward the drive i’br an independent Kurdisten. In the seme year, a
series of outbresks occurred in the Mount Avavaet district of Turkey.
ot unbil 1930 was this movement defeated and Ihsen Nuri Pesha forced
to take vefuge in Tehersn. In 1937 the Kurds were again aroused by
Turkish sttempts st assimilstion. For almost a year the conflict flared
in the Dersim avea, where Xurds have claimed that women end children

were wassacred as the menfolk fought back from the hills. Since that

-19 -
Approved For Release 2000/04/17 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500030006-6
SeB-C~R-B~T



' ; B-lfwC-R-E~-T
Approved For Release 2000/04/17 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500030006-6

time, Tuwrkish tactles have continued to be forceful and the official
position has been that the "mountain Turke have been fully and peace-
fully assimilated.”

The Kurde of Irag have been equally'reaﬁive. Sheikh Melmud, son of
Sheikh Said of the Babsn tribe, welcomed the Britiéh in 1918 and was
appointed Governor of Southern Kurdistan. Shelkh Mahmud's persopal
arbitions, however, led %o an open bresk with the British in 1919; he
was deporied, wﬁs returned as Governor in 1922, but fought continually
against the government from 192k to 1932. In the Barzen area a confeder-

acy of tribes fighting under the leadership of Sheikh Ahmed of Barzan
wag in 1932 defented by goveryment forces with the aid of the RAF.
Sheikh Almed and his brother Mulla Mustafe Barzeni were placed in forced
regidence in Sulsimeniya. When iraq joined the League of Mations in
1932, commitments were made regarding the welfare of minority groups;
but the spirit of these agreements was never fully carried out and the
Kurds fered poorly. In 1942 widespread dilscontent accompanied serious
food shortsges in Kurdish srens of Irag. At this time Mulla Mustafs
broke aryest In Sulaiman.’n_.zm and returned to Barzen village. Begotiations
betyeen the Kurds and the governmeut were interrupted by a pitched battle
between Barzenis and Iragl police. A truce was reached in the spring of
1G4k, and Mulla Mistafa was pardoned snd Shellh Ahmd released from
custody. The Pollowing year the Barzenis again defied the government.
In Octcber 1945, Mulla Mustafe, Shelkh Ahmed, and ebout 1,000 ermed
Parzenis were driven into Tran by Irsqi forces supported by Kurdish
tribessien. Shortly thercafter, Mulls Hustafa and his men Joined Qawl
Mobhamund and the Mahebad Republic.

- -20-
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In Tran, the Kurde took advantage of the disrupting infiuence of
World War I to divoree themselves from the influence of 'J.'eherano Tsmail
Agha Simitko of the Shikkak tribe gecured control over the area west of
Iake Urmia in 1918 and for 4 years ruled supreme. In the area north of
Halebja, Jeafar Sulten of the Avromar tiibe was able to maintain his
independence vntil 1925, Begimning in 1902, however, Reza Shah pressed
a policy of deporting tribal leaders, which proved effective in prevent-
ing organized outbrealss. With the collapse of the Iranian srmy in 1941,
Kurdish leaders seized the opportunity to rise again. Mobammad Hame
Raghid of the Banch Begzadehs assvmed, control of the Sardagh-Banen-Saqqiz
region; Which wag situated between the sreas controlled by the Russiens
and by the British. The government was forced to recognize his author-
1ty; bubt & Kurd -- Mahmud Aghe of Koni Senan -- with Iranlan army sup-
port, forced Rashid to flee to Irag in 1945,

The most rece-nﬁ and most significant move to eateblish an indapendent
state was the creation of the Kurdish Republic of Mahabed. There is
1ittle evidence of aggreéeive Soviet activity in the early stages of
their occupstion of northwestern Tren which began 1n 1941; but in 1945
the Commmists wade good use c}f Fordish nationalist sentiments. The
Komsls, origipally & secret. Kupdieh nationalist organization founded in
1943, was taken over by the Soviets. BSoviet présstire gained admittance
to the Komals For Gazi Mobhawied in April 1045, snd he rose rapldly to
party leadership. The Soviets took Qazi end a number of Kurdish tribal
leaders on o whirlwind visit to the USSR in Septeuber 1945 for additionsl

"guidance.” Upop thelr retuwrn, Qazi amncunced the formation of the
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Democratic Party of Kurdistan, which rapidly replaced the Komala and
absorbed 1%s membership. On 11 October 1945, Mulla Mustafe Berzani end
his ewsll army, which increased to 3,000 men by the end of the month,
entered Iran and, by Soviet order, wae placed at the dlsposal of Qezi
Mohammad. On 1.5 December 1945, Qazi proclaimed the founding of the
Republic of mbm; & 13-member national parliament was formed; and,
on 22 Jonuary 19h6, Quzi Mohammod was clected president of the new
republic. The venfure ended in December 1946 because of tribal oppo-
sition, a rash of inbternal dlssensicn, an increasingly agyes;ive
attitude in Teheran, the withdrawal of Soviet support, end the defeat
of Mulls Mustafa Berzeni and bis £light to the USSR.-
- B. Hationalliem Today |
‘Poday the desire for an independent Kurdistan is perheps strongest

in the minds of the older generation. When Kurdish commmities were
truly isclated and before many individusl Kurds had found a place in
the political and economic life of their countries, it was a relatively
eapy matier to stir a Kurdish faction into armed protest against the
in,jﬁStice of the central govermment. Present Kwrdish leaders, however,
axre for the most part uwrben dwelling individu#la accustoued to the
amenities of modern living. Their sons have received formal education
- and have found places in busipess or professionsal clrceles; thus forming
a8 politically conscious group that incluvdes most of the true Kuwdish
Communiste and anti-Commmists. This younger generatlion feels a strong
atbachment 4o things Kurdish, bubl hss 8 growing reslization that the

future of the Kirds lies in integration in the national scene and not

in continued adberence to traditional valuves.
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The formation of en sutonomous Kurdish areas, nevertheless, is still
a very real issue in the minds of many Kurds. The name most frequently
associated with Kurdish independence movements is that of Mulla Muetafa
Barzani. Since his return from the Soviet Union, Mulls Mustafa bas set
himself up a8 “the lesdexr of the Kurds," but he is not recognized as
such ’oy many of his fellow Kirds. He is variously reported to be a
Commmist, a foe of Commmism, & supporter of Qassim, a foe of Qassim,

a patiopaliat, and en individualist. Thes last is probably most nearly
correct. The opportunity to gpin prestige and advance his o material
stetus has influenced him to give lip service to a mumber of apparently
conflicting causes. Outwardly, he supports Qassim and from time to
time has received the support of the Qassim government. It has been
reported on several occasions thet Mulla Mustafa would break all tles
with the government of Iraq if Qessim were killed or replaced. Further-
more, there is little doubt thet he meintains contact with the USSR snd
would be willing to accept Soviet support for his version of en inde-
pendent Kwrdiston.

Although never & Very popular person apmong Kurdish tribal leaders,
Molls Mustafs has spperently made s concerted effort to gein the support
of major tribes in Irag. His neme is alsc linked to a clandestine move-
nent to draw support from Irsn, Syris, and Ttﬁ'kay. Mulla Mustafa’s
association with both Qasaim and the Soviets has prevented him from
obtaining a wide following smong either Furdish tribal leaders or
Commmist factions. Mulle Mustafa and some 50 other persons, however,
bave received a license for the Democratic Perty of Iraql Kurdlsten,
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which is not only a legal party for the expression of overt political
aims but also a cover for m-gaxiized clandestine activities.

The Commumist movement appears to be centered in a coalition of the
Democratic Party of Iraq (said to be headed by Mulla Mustafa and some-
times called the United Democratic Party of Iraq) and the Commmnist |
Party of Iraq (CPI). The head of the CPI, Hamza Abdollsh, has report-
edly been s cloge friend of Mulls Mustafa since the days of the Republic
of Mahabed . Others reported to be {rorking for a Commmnist K\.u:diataﬁ
incluvde Khalid Naqahabandi., Colonel Tehlr Mustafa Baramani of the Popular
Resistance Force (PRF), and Sheikh Sulayman of the Barzenl tribe.

No clear assesament of the 'connmmmt strength is currently avail—
able. Some Coxmmmi st factions have been linked to the c].andestine
movement operating in Iran, Syria, and 'J.‘urkey under direction from Irag
for the promoﬁion of an independent Kurdistan. In 1959, members of a
clandestine hetwork arrested in Iran were thdught by Irenian Kurds to
be Commmists rather than Kurdish natlonalists. |

Kurdish nationalist aligpments axe "c'o'ntradictory. One of the few

| po.’g._pts of agreement is the realization that unif.y is essential to
Kardish success. 'Mulla Mustefa has met with Sheikh Latif Barzinjs,
Sheikh Rashid of holais, and others in atbempts to define a Kurdish stand.
Most leaders have favored an independent Kurdistan rather than one
domina’ced by ei‘cher Qassim or the Communists. Abbas Memand Agha of the
Akd tri'be reporte*dly contacted numerous tribes -- including the Dizal,
Harki s and Khusao -~ in an uneuccessful effort to set up a united

independence move behind Mulle Mustafa. Some leaders, such as Sheikh
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Latif Barzinja, are reportedly going along with Mulla Mustafa in the
belief that open opposition now would tend to strengthen rather than
weaken his position. At the same time, Sheikh Latif and Hamid Beg daf
are saild to be quietly orgaenizing s move to combat all Commmi.ai: actliv-
ity, including the Democratic Party of Kurdisten. Some quarters have
begun to realize that intertribal friction, such as the fight between
the Bayzanis and Zibaris over the murder of the son of a Zibari chief,
strengthens the Communist posltion in Kurdish areas. | '

€. Prospects for Autonomy

In the event of disturbances in Iran or Irag that would seriously
impaif the effectiveness of the respective armies, the Kurds are cape-
ble of assuming control over their tribal areas. If left solely in
Kurdish hands, such a venture would ﬁot be effectively organized. Should
circumstances permit, however, the USSR would probebly be ready to extend
active support and direction to an gutonomy movement. The Communist
press in Iraq is providing for any contingency by calling for fulfillment
of Kurdish nationmal aspirations and, at the same time, condemning Kurdish
nationslistic and separatist tendencies. |

At present, all but one of the é;ements required for Kurdish autonomy
are present -- the forces of violenéé are represented in the tribes;
potential Kurdish leadership is 'foux;gi in the army, in political circles,
and in professionsl ranks; and a chg;mel for material support is availa-~
ble through Soviet representation :l.nl‘_i‘ Ireq. Only the relatlve stability
of parent governments stends in the way of active‘_i(urdish geparatism.

Should the government of elther Iren or Iraq fall, one result might well

be the establishment of a second Kuffg_iish Republic.-




QIAARSRIN IV N343R

Y% eSO F0ANTIE M T L e eoanG 3 \ (s1j0gpganiyg) B . RIABN, /7,
AT o Ny RS \ ﬁ%@:&gi%ﬁz\W . o g ST R P 65 e
S d i d s # ;
o = S [\ oo
T

AN yeueliyy e, HEAOMAnK
.v Am:ummsnvr;ﬁﬁ_m ).
i eunge

_ipepybeg
PR

mrmwm;, vd,:.m_.— A
aoEd  geqes

weAlplurer]
[Ty,

. " ‘
S S

. f,_ i \ W , HEITRF oy
H/ Z | unlhges ,ys,a».,—wm_m_..

. H"mo‘.n <eRY ey ugy

e T Ja\
i...v_/m\m. = .&?u?m%h; R

NVHH3 B

o ey
oeuE SN,
o :Jz.aqu

3
: I m. Ny
7 . Z eugy o
N __ﬁio.mmo\ <L Lerfeq o
Foone TR
Lo g
o) urtyy | ;mwgwm_zjﬁw,m% )
J_..sﬁa« L | e )
V F 0 0 HMaIyeeag
o s A 152 ﬂw_v_w:muu:

R.m._z&

A\ qmmnrm&—‘
e PG AIPNRL -
,%%m,oamz_?m& e

L 5o
& Apjsury>n
ERE

fra

/ 16901

@)\, ..oorguses . IR

- »i5% sudoigiey ur sBUpOS  vies! 1305 ursuogendjy [ janoT eas oG -

ot ppayleie) i ayeryes fuq D oyerauspuispyy [ |suqagowedjon  [7)34esaq
S sopaeg wsuiny - SoloH savE  —ppSOIEIS Butduing 1adg 0 Y PRUIO | ; v
"~ - =5 9] 5
oo : 1 S s = : oy reinifeq ‘oses ) X " o ws
Neoonio oS i 3oy sy "TINE__ py SDTSE - N e ol N : D arsston, ¥ty Yooy e o
5 § . e Y it TRl TS ﬁ: e VV 26 o e N
s¥aLINOUIN 6,1+ ! Lineyerpios . " fadouig)dourg
ol o =3 T T nig doung 4
. s S3ITIW_TLNLVLS o
/ 06T ofi oo1 o ® Mq soe Lt
Y -
\J s HONI SHL 0L STTIW 9 ¥O 00V'8II'pI JTVDS o o6 g opmiuor  (9) 9

e PR



, . S-E-C-R-E-T
. AnprpvesiFonRelsase UM TGHONRRR79-01009A002500030006-6

KCT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN FATIONALS
S~E~-C-R-E-T
Approved For Release 2000/04/17 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500030006-6



